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man, is something more than a fantasy. In no great
time the creation of a world commonwealth would
come to be recognised by practical statesmen as
the goal of all policy, the only structure of human
society which can be regarded as finally based on
realities. In international politics a principle of action
would have been established to the test of which all
policies could be brought.
The nations have moved forward and upwards to
the brink of a canyon, and now stand in imminent
danger of pushing each other into the chasm. The
real chasm is in their minds. They cannot as yet
conceive a loyalty of that kind which sustains a state
and a government, other than a loyalty rendered to a
national state. The realisation of one international
state would be like a footbridge thrown over that
canyon. If the bridge was a real one, however
narrow, the nations would little by little find their
way over it, to the infinite region beyond in which
freedom, in the only complete sense of that word,
can be realised.
It is needless to argue at any great length that a
feat of political construction, more momentous and
difficult even than that of the thirteen American
States, must be the work of leaders who speak for
nations in whose life the principle of the common-
wealth is most fully expressed. There have been, and
are in plenty, international states in the form of
empires. The first international commonwealth must,
from its nature, be the work of men who understand
what the principle of the commonwealth means
and how to apply it in practice. They must have ac-
quired that knowledge in the government of national
commonwealths, and be able to speak for the peoples
they govern. These obvious remarks lead on to con-
clusions o,f vital importance. The task of releasing
human affairs from the impasse to which they have
come rests with those national states, and with the

